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%: Characteristics of Indian Society

In his meonumental weork A Comparative Analysis of the
Tajinani Swstem” TO. Deidelman bas given a graphic sceonnt of
the characicristics of Indian Soeciety. Indian Society s bound
together with the Band of fundamental nily i culture: Since ihe
Very ongin of Tndian Soeclety this culniral nmity has been cledirfy
visibile,

Culeirs] unity in India o reflected i the life of the prople
belonging to i flerem Fates, religions rroupe, Sects, communifics
bt still hold Indisn Cuylture as the stemn of their diverse attackmerits,

Indian diversity as wel| 3- Umity s seen in the following
fields -

Cieograplucal unity.
Cultiral uniry
Feeligiois unity
Emotional unity.
Palitical unity,
Racial unity.

MU Srimivas in us *Social Change in Modern India® und B.
Kuppuswemy in his 'E‘.oc-i:_Ll Change in India* have given 8 cles;
pieture sbout the characteristics of Indian Society, Added 1o this
Stuant Piggot in his *Pre-historic India’ has pointed out some gl
the features of Indian cultural unity,

P S L

L Geographical Unity

Indis s a rich land having definite termtory of 115 own, ke
uny uthér ndtion in the world, The geographical unity of Incha 1
B malter of strange observation for the Europeans living in smal
regions having sindlar cultarsl indenti fieation,
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INOTAN SOCIETY AND SOCIAL IRSTITUTIONS

3%

India that & ‘Bharatvarsha® reflécis o historica! significance
and ig the symbol of unity. From the early tines tll today every
religious thinker, political philosdpher and poet, has o decp
admiimation for this greet country spreading from the Himaluyas in
the north 1o the “Cape Camorin' 10 the south as a singlo cexpanse
of Indizn Colture abd civilizsiion,

One Ands praises for this unified coltire, relectzd invarioos
shades an the wrilings of the grear saiin and poets.

The kings, who tried o spread their empire from one end to
another, have been praised by the pocts as well as the great men
ol the contemporary times. there came oo raler from the carly
deys who did mer wish to tule the country as a whole by
expanding his etnpre.

Today the whole country s called as Mother Tndia with
revercnce by all the Indidns and we feel proud of this amazisig
soif of ancient culture, and crvilization: In Mather India We Fnd
oursebves: connected with one another and realise the inherent
unity in our imnerself

2. Cultural Unity

In spate of many. differences between customs and traditions,
one fimds a fundamental cultural unity i our country among the
different communities and biman groups. The mark of this unity
can be found in the literature from the early ages. The approach
to |iterature, wraditons and customs and philosophy is fundamentally
Indian in 45 sentiment. A clear cultursl unity is found among the
people though they practise different religious rites, and have
differcnt sociz] intercourse, Culiural umlty 15 a force behind all the
group activities. There exists no group which does not scecpr the
nature of family and sanctity of Sanskaras. Not only this, but
tany of the festivals are celebrated throughont the country: in the
same manner which reflects the bond of unity cxisting among the
people belonging to different sects. Behind all the BFGUD EXpressions
and sectional activities, there lies the boad of cultural wiity,

The transition of the Indian society from Sanskeitizalion (o
Seculavisalion has not alfccred the cultural urnty. ‘British rile
Brought with 1t o process of secularization of Indian social life
and culture & tendency that gradually became stronger with the
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o unications, growth of towns and i?;,
o iy Misscns and the speed of education. & .{{f’\éc

increased spalial mobility,
: -Tlgi?t:ﬂ \qujff%ﬁéhﬁgﬂly and puii!icalﬂlylmabﬂiud un.ﬂgi'
;L::E:;,malm contrbuted to mcreased seculanzation. And win
independence there began a dmpcm‘ng 45 wrrIIc:s a hmu:t-:nu-:g },::
the seculanization process as witnessed in such measures as |
declaration of Indiz as a Secular State, the constitutional recogmibion
of the equatity of all citizens before the law, the introduction of
universal adult suffrage, and undermaking of a programme of
planned development. Thus, the m:_lfgra’l umity in Indiz was
unaffected during the ‘period of fransition.

3, Religious Unity

The Hindus, Mushms, Christisns, Sikhs, Parsccs, Buddhasts
and other religious communities live in this country. In spile of
this diversity in religious belief, every Indian 'does nér find his
rehigious: view apart from others. Each religion in pur country
exhibits one single fechng, gach believes an the tmmortality of
soul, temporary existence of this physical world, Novana, and
cuntémplation and this is all the ideas falling within the lap of
religions in our country, Though all the religions take different
ways to accomphish their objectives which is same, for all and
every religion embodics faith i invisible God, purity of thought
bencvolence, and pity as the frue charactenstics of every mdividual,
Mo religion teaches cruelty or sclfishness,

Mearly every religion has its ritvals and obeervance of certain
firmis, Such vitusls and norms wre nearly common in all ke
religions. Worshippers of one God or Goddess have erected. i
lemples (o offer their prayers for instance of Shiva and v b,
Krishna and Rama temples are found in nearly every coozr of
the country, No one comes imto the conflict of the other The
grear legendary epics, the Geeta, the Ramayana, ant ihe
Muhabharata 1s read-as well in Punjab as in the sauthem ran of
th country. People affer their prayers by singing legoadany
prayers of Rama and Krishna and people speaking,eil the
linguages repedl these songs with equal reverence, ﬁi
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INDIAN SOCIETY ANDb AOCTAL INSTITO IO NS

_%}0 F The archealopies) investigations of Harmppa, and Mehanjodarg,

impu]-rly deseribed as the Indian Valley ‘Civilization, extithlished
that civilization had attained & high degrecs of matirity round
shour B.C. 3,000, So one cap infer that the beginning of this
m-:_l-z-uun may even go back by abour son }-'1.-r:h, in order 1o
achieve thar sinte of drhan development angd complexity which
has I:men revealed by the archeologics] remaing Later archealowicnl
findings hove shown that the remains of the eivilization extend an
far east, as the Sutly] Valley in Jaisalmer in Ritjasthan and as fir
south a2 Eothal near Abmedabad. Thes, this civilization was mor
eonfined to the Thdus Valley but extended further cast and soulh,
Seme of the Indian historians assert that many of the mai
fealures of Indian nuliure have hasr denived from this civilization,
They note that some forma of dress, urensils and pottery which
are to be found in contemporary Inda may be maced 1o the
Mphnjurhm days, It s alse Sugpested (hat sorme of fhe ctrremnt
religious beliefes fike the cult of the mother poddess. he wintship
of Shiva and the FEverence for the Cow, eould be traced back tg
That_ aivilizabon. It is iz aaserted that the pacifise temper of the
Indian people could be fraced 1o the clvilization. . Thus, it would
be sard that the Indian civilization could claim & cominnity of
about 5,500 Years which je Wirgle in the history of man.
'I'hc_ religious texts impan mush satisfaction and solece tn 1he
People m oyr eruniry: The places af wurship seatiered af] oyer
ﬂye couniry smpnify the religious uniry throughont the sounesy
Piligrimages of Hindus at Badrnarayvan, Pravag, Yacainasi throws
#pells ﬂf.re!iginus Lnity among the people belonping o the Hinduy
community, Likcwise, Ajmer symbolises the feeling of nmty
#mong Muslims living in India and enjizing them with other pmpl?a
belong to other religions socts, This inculcates tha feeling of
umity mnd Pematisim among the Indisn people.
Rivers in India like the Clanges, Yamun, Godavarl, Saraswar,
E}mada all symbolises the ancient cubture and their names ofien
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uppear in the praver. This apain bind the penple iving in different
parts and [ollowing distinet relipions fajrhs.

I short religion binds the people living In the couniry of oum
and has Lelped in strengthenimg the foreas bringing integrity and
unity in the Indian social system, Whar Ruth Benedict wroiz s
truc of Indinn religlon -

“Relipion is not 1o be identified with the pursiit of ideal ¢nds,
Spirituality and the virtues are two social vaines which were
discovered [0 the process of social life. They may well constitute
the value of religion in man’s lnstory just as the pearl constifutes
the vilua of the owster, Meverthless the making of the pesrl is 3
typroduct in the life of oyeier, and it does nof give 8 clue ro he
evolution of the aysier”

4. Emotional Linity

Next comes emotional unity Multiplicity of languape larnpies
e national umisy and 1 becomes more irksnme when there gre
a large npumber of races in a omintcy. Bur quite peculiaely, baih
these [actors zre present in India yor the miegrty of the socin)
system hns remained unchallenged becaise Sanskrir Bad been
prevalent on the ‘bose” ar “fink® language throaphout the Country
Sanskeit was accepled by the people of north a5 well as the
south, Sanskrit becsme 1the 2xplanatory of the Hindu Cullure ek
all the elassics were wntlen in Sanskt

Lster on Praknt langusge spread in the eomntry (neariy 300
o 400 B.C.). Now Sanskrit became the langiage of scliolars and
comiton men sisrted wsing Prakoe, Kalidasa and Asvaghosha, fhe
two pillard of ancient liternture Wwrole dramas m the languame
camprising a mixture of Sanskeit and Praknt. Sanskrit continued
foiweave the frugmented culmge e ome kepl infusing the
rerse of unity among the people. The books of Kaliduss and
other accelerated the temper of growth of this emotional L) FHE

All the religrione HTOURS 10 the country adopted Sansksr 14 the
basis ol the expression in spite of the literatures availuble in Fali
aid Prakeil languapes Mearly all the Indian languages, of e
modemn times. found their ongin in the Sanskrit langure: and
Sanskrit is the one lanpuage in which the whaole literarapg of
ancient tmes and philozophy of tha gone off days is avalavie,
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: failure. Indian socisl system provided them a big place of cover

From ihiis viewpoinl, it is b be woecpted that Sunskeit has played e Wi i e :m.m;.ﬁ
burlding the cmotranal ity and proinoiinge mm;;:shﬂd a concrete physical identification with the 'DLI-E \1
:?mur: and civilizanion afler the fall U.f M&u.r:!.fun EI‘I.‘!PL“:[, fmdmon:li L
ruces, cume lo Indin but, when Muslims amvied they face i
Gne ruce, Lo, the Hindes ond it proves that the a_:rl:;:.;a 5
mepros, Dravidians, Arvans, the Monplos, the Gre:k_-.t. he :.:1 ]
Shaka, Aabbir, the Tuorks, the Huns have lost their individus
identity und have been absolutely assimilated into the four varnar

A predommant mle in
the eultumal unity 1 India
&, Folitical Unity

Then comes politeal wuily. Politcal ity in the couniry 15 an
oulcome of the religious and colfyral uruky thal has becn prevatent
since the hme mmemors]., History hus fasrs in jis SINEE 10 provie
il o0 early diays many princes und kinge rebeled mgainst (he
central authorty, bul eveey rebel realised the luporasce of the of the Indic social sysiem. -
universal over lordship (i e Chidkravin), ind such intidents gre Indian culiure is on amalpamation of various foreign social

sutharitically proved by the Vedic literulures 10 whicl Kirps haid cultures thal came in the country from tme (o fime. Aryans are
trted &0 become nniversal overlords (Chakrava) by talguering hailed for bringing unity b the Indian cullure, Even the Muslims
more and more temitony, were influenced by Indian culture and they differ from the
Notable among these kings arc Prabhu Dilip, A, Dashratl, Mutlims of Arabian and Persian countries.

Sagar. Mandhats, and Panday King f_“?l.h“fr.l‘."-"" Many instunces Hindy saints from time to lme Lave jnfased the fechng of
&Fe presenl in the ancient litcralurcs 1o prove that kmpa tried to oneness smong the peopie having different socinl sultures and the
MK MOFE IeTTilory: 1o acgiire the ttle of ‘Universal overlord.” primary trait in Hinde Cilture has inflluenced every Hindu and has
The desire belimd such atlemprs of aanexation were pot o visted helped in maintainiog unity emong the diversity. Even the Muslims
by the acquisiion of wealth or peyehiological amopance but to have shown great interest in the Hindu religion, culre, philesophy
unfte the whole of lndia into nie unit of rule, There i no instunce and 1t sliows thie pervasivensss of the Indian cultural uniny.

which cismld prove that any Indfan king ever tricd to annex e
lermitary of sny forenm fuler, bot all the facts prove that kings
wanted e expand their kinpdoms 23 far 45 possible i their Bid
w0 britig more and juore Inediag eriory undsr a sngle control,

Asbvamedha ¥aga was perfonmed by Chandra Giupta, Axhoky
and Samuelra Gupta to their enniry as the Unrvenal Lord* Thie den
ol diiiversal Tordship 15 an éﬁﬁﬁb&ﬁﬁE'm'ctr'}iianfs'}'mmymuus
words are found fn (ke Yedic literature as well s there s
refcrence of Axlvasmiedha Yags, tao, which clearly itidicates (he
wspirativn of preat Kinps'to unite the SOUMcy a6 far as they could
in ther bid 10 bring palitical vnity though 8 few £01 Success
b, Raclu) Uniiy

Many different ryces have invaded Tindis fiem e ¥ery. carly
s wnd notewors)yy smong these ure Aryaoe, Shiks, Hups, e,
Bl L[ pev g4 dbsorhed gl their mciul dissimilanty and they all
became Indiing wnd naw if-any one attemptas to 206 ol thege
A TS TEees, he will fnd mothing bul Frastrotion aed uiier
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