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these efforts. The appeal was to the rich and landed peasants who opposed

all of land refarm in their vested 1 ' i i :
M‘E : m interests. Thus, like ceilings, Bhoo-

The Green Revolution |
The green revolution which aimed at increase in agricultural productiv-
iy, was brought sbout in 1966, The introduction of high-yielding
varietics of wheay, rice, maize, millet, etc., benefited the larger landholder
more than the small landhalder. This was because it required a reliable
supply of water, costly fertiliser, ﬁmiry of serd, and pesticides, and
conling 1o n‘?-[lqﬂ?i‘{.l??w}' in Punjab, Haryana and some other
land 1o big farmers who peeded 4 Jasger landspread to use their machinery
profitably. On the one hand, this enriched the larger landholder, on the
other hand, it ingreased the pumber of landless labourers most of whom
Before independence, though abour 70 per cent of the rural popula
tion was engaged in agricuimre yor agriculiural production was so law
that we were dependent on foreagh countnes for owr faod supply, The
low agricultural production was the result of British policy of collecting
land revenue, lack of use of modern technology in spriculture, lack of
credit faciiities 1o small gwners of land, exploitation of small culuvators
by zammsikirs and jagirdars, and lack of interést an the part of cultivators
1y accept new models of cropping. The result of the British policy of land
rovenus was that many cultivators who were unable to pay taxes had
sither to sell ot mortgspe their land or turn for help ta money lenders. Be-
case of this, the proportion of landless and land labourers increased from
13 per cent of the rural population in 1891 to 38 per cent in 1951 (Patel,
1952}, When population of the country in the early 19505 was growing at
the rate of 0.67 per cent, the sgricultural gurput was growing at the rate of
0.5 per cent, ‘The lmd reforms introduced after independence further led
ta the concentration of land in the hands of 1he Jarger landowners. The
pringiple of land reform was Tand 1o the tilles!, The large a ndowers, an-
ticipating this type of legisfarion, had got eyicted longrtesm tenants prior
10 the enactment of Jegishation. Many tensnts had voluntanly given up
their land rights w the owners out of fear Thereafice, the large land:
awner rented out bis land 10 short-term or srasonal 12nants, or eitltivared
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leaders were far from enthusisstic. They associated - fhft :
i GRS G i themselves with the it himself with the help-of casusl labour. By 195354, the 10 pes
o Rhoodan only to enlarge or strengthen theiy following, Vinabaii resisied cent of landowmners owned miore than kalf of the land, 47 P:ﬂ:: ml"ﬂ‘

less thai 1 acre per houschald, and 23 per ceat were landless. The agricel:
tural production which was growing at the rate of 3 per cent per year in
1951-52 increased to € per cent in 199495, 10 per cent in 199697, bur de-
créased to & per cent in 199899 (frdis Toudey, March 8, 1999: 1819, Tc is
estimated that using high-vield =chniques, the apper 10 per cent of land-
holders could produce enough food 1o feed urban znd  other
nor-agricultural population of [ndia. This means thar abott 48 million
cultivators’ Families would be pushed off the land. Thir 15 2 wrong as
sumption, Commercialisation of agriculture and the green revelution ol
Tast three decades would neither affect the dultivators sdversdy nor spell
the demise of patronage system in the villages. g

PLANNED RURAL DEVELOPMENT

Two types of policies aflect rural lile: (i} inp-oriented activities
tarpering preduction and services, ¢, subsidised fervilisers, providing ir-
rigation, credit, locating willage industriss, and o ony and )
non-production anented activities varpsting living standards. The first
type of sctivities are defmed 25 rural development measures, These activi-
ties may affect eitherthe whole community or a parsicular section of the
cotmunity. Examples of the formertype of activitisr are: com ity de-
velopment projects (1952), Panchayati Raj (196), land refarms {19505),
poverty alleviation programimes (PAPs) like Lutegrated Rural Develop-
ment Programme (1978 etey while.of the laztze type of activiies are
Teibal Davelopment, Programme {195%), Diought-prone Area Pro-
grunme (1979); Diesert Development Prograsame (1977), Fuod for Wk
Programme (1977), Mational Rural Employiment Frogramme (1580}
TRYCEM, erc. (Sagar, 1990:251-261). Some programmes aimed at increas-
ing assers (including increasing production) and beaefitting people
cennomically, e.g., [RDP, Minmimum Agricaltural Wage, '&u[-\] Employ-
ment Programme, et whike other aimed at socal upﬁ[‘t af P'ewle, eR
samindari sholition, land refarms, Panchayari Baj, TRYSEM, S Sone
programmes ndeed aimiad ar poverty allewiation (e selfsemploymeT
proprammes of NREP, DPAP, wraining programme of TRYSEM, If‘---‘f'
while some athers were politically mativased, eig,, Ganby TTatae o i
point programiue, However, the hasic aims-of achimwmy oty

Aricipati al of social gvils, and improving the quality af life
participation, femoy i proving
have yet 1o be achicved:
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